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PPRROOTTEECCTT::  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22000077    

SSeeccoonndd  PPRROOTTEECCTT  NNee wwss llee tttteerr  

Welcome to the second newsletter of the 
EURATOM funded project PROTECT. This 
provides an update of our progress and gives 
information on forthcoming workshops and 
consultations. 

CCoonnss uullttaa ttiioonn  oonn  ccuurrrreenntt  rreegguullaattoorryy  
aapppprrooaacchheess   ttoo  cchheemmiiccaallss   aanndd  rraaddiiooaaccttiivvee   

ssuubbssttaanncceess   
We have now received questionnaire responses 
from 50 organisations representing industry, 
regulators, advisory bodies and NGO’s. These 
are currently being analysed and will contribute 
to a forthcoming report: A review of approaches 
to protection of the environment from chemicals 
and ionising radiation - requirements and 
recommendations for a common framework. 

The report will be available for comment by 
interested parties in early November 2007 for 
about three weeks. All those on the email 
circulation list (which includes all those 
organisations invited to respond to the 
questionnaire) will be notified when the report is 
available for comment. Please advise us if you 
think there are additional organisations we 
should be including in this process. 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank 
those of you who completed questionnaires. 

WWoorrkksshhoopp  oonn  aapppprrooaacchheess   ttoo  ddeemmoonnssttrraa ttee   
pprrootteeccttiioonn  oo ff  tthhee   eennvviirroonnmmee nntt  ffrroomm  

iioonniiss iinngg  rraaddiiaatt iioonn  
In late June 2007 a workshop was held in Vienna 
to begin evaluation of the tools/models available 
for use in the demonstration of the protection of 
the environment from ionising radiation. The 
workshop brought together developers of key 
approaches with current and potential users. 
Specific objectives of the workshop were to: 

• Discuss how the approaches are being 
used in assessments 

• Identify areas which work well and those 
which require improvement 

• Begin to assess the relevance (and 
applicability) of the approaches to third 
parties. 

A proportion of the workshop was devoted to the 
application of three approaches to a simple 
scenario.  
 

The workshop report is available from 
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/protect/pages/workshops.html. 

The workshop was attended by 13 experts from 
outside the PROTECT consortium representing 
regulators, industry, international organisations 
and model developers/users. A number of 
presentations were made on experiences of 
conducting radiological environmental 
assessments and model development. Most 
presentations are available on-line (accessed via 
the agenda page of the workshop report) and the 
subsequent discussions are presented in the 
report. 

Three readily available models (RESRAD-
BIOTA, the ERICA-Tool and England & Wales 
Environment Agency ‘R&D128) were applied to 
a simple scenario. The models all predicted that 
dose rate screening levels (which vary between 
the approaches) would be exceeded. However, 
different limiting radionuclides and organisms 
were identified by each model with maximum 
predicted dose rates ranging over two orders of 
magnitude. Investigation of the model 
parameters showed this to be due to differences 
in the concentration ratios and sediment-water 
distribution coefficients used in the models. 

Many thanks to all who contributed to the 
success of this workshop.  

CCoonnttrriibbuuttee   yyoouurr  vviiee wwss   oonn  tthhee   aavvaaiillaabbllee   
ttoooollss We would like as many views as possible 
on the functionality, merits and shortfalls of the 
available approaches of estimating the exposure 
of non-human species. As such we have put a 
simple (only four questions!) feedback form on 
the website (see http://www.ceh.ac.uk/protect/ 
package2/) and would be grateful if you could 
spare a few minutes to complete this. 

JJoohhnn  FFee rrrriiss   (Australian Nuclear Science and 
Technology Organisation) was one of the experts 
who attended the Vienna workshop. As those of 
us who had previously collaborated with John 
during the ERICA project had come to expect, he 
reported back his findings fairly but with a 
unique style that made him fun to work and 
socialise with. It was with great sadness we 
learnt John died in late August.   

FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  wwoorrkkss hhooppss   

OOss lloo  2288tthh--3300tthh  JJaannuuaarryy  22000088    

This workshop will continue the evaluation of  
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the tools available for use in radiological 
assessments of the environment. The PROTECT 
consortium will report back on progress 
following the Vienna workshop, including: a 
more thorough comparison of the three readily 
available tools discussed above, and an  initial 
evaluation of the impact of differing potential 
screening levels. We also intend to have some 
scenarios for application of various approaches 
during the workshop. If you would like to attend 
this workshop please register your interest with 
Nick Beresford (nab@ceh.ac.uk) by 1st 
November 2007. 

AAiixx--eenn--PPrroovveennccee   1144tthh --1166tthh   MMaayy  22000088  

This is the final workshop of the PROTECT 
project. It will be an open meeting (up to c. 
50 participants) to discuss: 

• suggested levels of protection 

• proposed target values to ensure 
protection level compliance 

A draft report on these issues will be available 
for consultation in January 2008. The workshop 
will provide an opportunity to discuss the 
recommendations in the report. Subsequent to the 
workshop the report will be amended (the revised 
report will also be available for comment).   

Please contact Pål Andersson 
(Pal.Andersson@ssi.se) to register for this 

workshop as soon as possible. 

PPRROOTTEECCTT  wwee bbss iittee   

The project website is: 
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/PROTECT 

All output from the project, workshop 
presentations, draft documents and tutorials are 
available from the site.  There are also links to 
other websites and relevant documents on 
environmental protection (now including all 
outputs of the ERICA project and the 
FREDERICA database) - if you have any links 
you feel should be on the website please 
contact clb@ceh.ac.uk.  

 

IImmppoorrttaanntt  ddaatteess   

11sstt  NNoovvee mmbbee rr::  RReeggiiss ttee rr  ffoorr  OOss lloo  wwoorrkksshhoopp  

EEaarrllyy  NNoovvee mmbbee rr  22000077::  DDrraafftt  rree ppoorrtt  oonn  
aapppprrooaacchheess  ttoo  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ee nnvviirroonnmmee nntt  --  
rree qquuiirree mmee nnttss   aanndd  rreeccoommmmee nnddaattiioonnss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  
ffoorr  ccoommmmee nntt  

JJaannuuaarryy  22000088::  DDrraafftt  rree ppoorrtt  oonn  pprrooppoosseedd  
ttaarrggeett  vvaalluueess  aavvaaiillaabbllee   ffoorr  ccoommmmee nntt  

2288tthh--3300tthh  JJaannuuaarryy  22000088::  OOsslloo  wwoorrkkss hhoopp  

1144tthh--1166tthh  MMaayy  22000088::  AAiixx--eenn--PPrroovvee nnccee     
wwoorrkkss hhoopp  

PPRROOTTEECCTT  ccoonnttaacctt  

The EURATOM funded project PROTECT is 
co-ordinated by the Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology (Brenda Howard – bjho@ceh.ac.uk).  

  


