SCALES
SCALES
Securing the Conservation of biodiversity across
Administrative Levels and spatial, temporal and
Ecological Scales
SCALES will seek ways to build the issue of scale into policy and decision-making
and biodiversity management. It will advance our knowledge of how anthropogenic
and natural processes interact across scales and affect biodiversity. It will evaluate
how this knowledge can be used to improve the scale-sensitivity and effectiveness of policy instruments for conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity. SCALES will emphasize approaches that utilize existing biodiversity databases as they are the most widely available information in applied
biodiversity conservation. SCALES will integrate the most appropriate assessment tools and policy instruments into a coherent framework to support
biodiversity conservation across spatial and temporal scales. SCALES will set-up a Science Policy Dialogue Group to foster exchange with policy and
other stakeholders
The general objective of SCALES is to provide the most appropriate assessment tools and policy instruments to foster our capacity for biodiversity
conservation across spatial and temporal scales and to disseminate them to a wide range of users.
This general objective can be broken down into seven detailed objectives:
Assess and model the socio-economic driving forces and resulting environmental pressures (habitat loss and fragmentation, changing climate,
disturbance) affecting European across scales.
Analyse the scale-dependent impacts of these pressures on components of biodiversity ranging from genes to species’ populations to biotic
communities and ecosystems;
Develop and evaluate new methods for upscaling and downscaling to facilitate the provision of environmental, ecological, and socio-economic
information at relevant and matching scales.
Assess the effectiveness and efficiency of policy instruments and identify innovative policy instruments to address scale-related conservation
problems; improve multilevel biodiversity governance;
Evaluate the practical suitability and matching of methods and policy instruments to deliver effective European biodiversity conservation across
scales, using networks of protected areas, regional connectivity, and monitoring of status and trend of biodiversity as a common testing ground;
Translate the results into policy and management recommendations and integrate them in a web based support tool kit (SCALETOOL) to support
sustainable conservation action across scales.
Disseminate the results to policy makers, biodiversity managers, scientists, and the general public.
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